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sented by contending armies; with what calmness of mind he
laid aside Mr. Greeley's letter of despair and self-reproach of
July 29, 1861, and proceeded with the preparation of his pro-
gramme of military operations from every base line of the
armies of the Republic; with what skill and statesmanlike
foresight he corrected Mr. Seward's letter to Mr. Adams in
regard to the recognition by Great Britain of the belligerent
character of the Confederate States; and, finally, consider
with what firmness and wisdom he annulled the proclamations
of Fremont and Hunter, and assumed to himself exclusively
the right and the power to deal with the subject of slavery in
the rebellious States. In what other time, to what other ruler
have questions of such importance been presented, and under
circumstances so difficult? And to what other ruler can we
assign the ability to have met and to have managed success-
fully all the difficult problems of the Civil War ? It cannot be
claimed for Mr. Lincoln that he had had any instructive mili-
tary experience, or that he had any technical knowledge of
the military art; but it may be said with truth that his cor-
respondence with the generals of the army, and his memo-
randa touching military operations indicate the presence of
a military quality or faculty, which in actual service might
have been developed into talent or even genius. His letter to
General McClellan, of October 13, 1862, is at once a memor-
able evidence and a striking illustration of his faculty on the
military side of his official career. He sets forth specifically,
and in the alternative, two plans of operation, and with skill
and caustic severity he contrasts the inactivity and delays of
General McClellan, with the vigor of policy and activity of
movement which characterized the campaign on the part of
the enemy. He brings in review the facts that General Mc-
Clellan's army was superior in numbers, in equipment, and in
all the material of war. The President in conclusion said:
" this letter is not to be considered as an order," and yet it is